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(57) ABSTRACT

Methods, devices, and circuits are disclosed delivering a first
level of output current to one or more loads in a buck-boost
converter comprising an inductor. The methods, devices, and
circuits may further be disclosed applying, in response to an
indication of an altered output current requirement to one or
more loads in a buck-boost converter comprising an inductor,
a change in a supplied reference voltage to one or more
elements including a feedforward control element, wherein
applying the change in the supplied reference voltage to the
feedforward control element causes an adjustment of the
output current from the first level to a second level corre-
sponding to the altered current output requirement.
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DELIVER A FIRST LEVEL OF DUTPUT
CURRENTTOONEORMORELOADSINA
BUCK-BOOSBT CONVERTER COMPRIBING AN
INDUCTOR

APPLY, IN RESPONSE TO AN INDICATION OF
$04 = p AN ALTERED OUTPUT CURRENT
REQUIREMENT TO ONE OR MORE LOADS IN A
BUCK-BOOST CONVERTER COMPRISING AN
INDUCTOR, A CHANGE IN A SUPPLIED
REFERENCE VOLTAGE TO ONE OR MORE
ELEMENTS INCLUDING A FEEDFORWARD
CONTROL ELEMENT, WHEREIN APPLYING THE
CHANGE IN THE SUPPLIED REFERENCE
VOLTAGE TO THE FEEDFORWARD CONTROL
ELEMENT CAUSES AN ADJUSTMENT OF THE
DUTPUT CURRENT FROM THE FIRST LEVEL
TO A SECOND LEVEL CORRESPONDING TO
THE ALTERED CURRENT QUTPUT
REQUIREMENT

FIG. 5
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1
FEEDFORWARD CIRCUIT FOR FAST
ANALOG DIMMING IN LED DRIVERS

TECHNICAL FIELD

The disclosure relates to electrical control circuits, and in
particular, feedforward control circuits.

BACKGROUND

Control circuits may be used to control the amount of
current flowing through loads with specific current and/or
voltage requirements, such as chains of light-emitting diodes
(LEDs). The light intensity of an LED chain is controlled by
the amount of current flowing through it. Generally, a closed
loop current generator may be used to keep the current con-
stant. For lighting with a high current load, switched-mode
controllers may be used. In applications that demand high
efficiency and high flexibility, such as in some automotive
lighting applications, buck, boost, or buck-boost DC/DC con-
verter topologies may be used. Some applications in automo-
tive lighting or other applications involve multiple LED
chains connected in parallel. The number may vary depend-
ing on the specific application. One or more ofthe LED chains
can be switched on or off at times (e.g. connected or discon-
nected from the circuit). This change in the number of LED
chains means the constant current may sink through fewer or
additional chains. A control circuit may control the current
flowing through the LED chain or chains as different numbers
of the chains are connected or disconnected.

SUMMARY

In general, the various examples of this disclosure are
directed to switched mode converters, such as current mode
controlled buck-boost DC converters with feedforward con-
trol elements, and the concept may be applied in buck, boost,
and buck-boost configurations. Various examples of this dis-
closure may adjust a supplied reference voltage to a feedfor-
ward control element in order to change the output current
flowing through one or more connected loads. The use of a
feedforward control element may enhance the capability of
the converters in reaching the desired level of output current
to the one or more loads, thereby allowing for fast switching
(e.g. connecting and disconnecting) of the loads in a safe
manner, among other advantages.

One example is directed to a method that includes deliver-
ing a first level of output current to one or more loads in a
switched mode converter comprising an inductor, and apply-
ing, in response to an indication of an altered output current
requirement to one or more loads in the switched mode con-
verter comprising an inductor, a change in a supplied refer-
ence voltage to one or more elements including a feedforward
control element comprising an error amplifier, wherein
applying the change in the supplied reference voltage to the
feedforward control element causes an adjustment of the
output current from the first level to a second level corre-
sponding to the altered current output requirement.

Another example is directed to a device which comprises a
feedforward control element. The device may further com-
prise one or more components configured to apply, in
response to an indication of an altered output current require-
ment of one or more loads in a switched mode converter
comprising an inductor, a change in a supplied reference
voltage to one or more elements including the feedforward
control element, wherein when the one or more components
apply a change in the supplied reference voltage to the feed-
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2

forward control element, the feedforward control element
causes an adjustment of an output current from a first level to
a second level corresponding to the altered current output
requirement.

Another example is directed to a circuit that includes a
feedforward control element. The circuit may further com-
prise one or more components configured to apply, in
response to an indication of an altered output current require-
ment of one or more loads in a switched mode converter
comprising an inductor, a change in a supplied reference
voltage to one or more elements including the feedforward
control element, wherein when the one or more components
apply a change in the supplied reference voltage to the feed-
forward control element, the feedforward control element
causes an adjustment of an output current level from a first
current level to a second current level corresponding to the
altered current output requirement.

The details of one or more examples of the techniques of
this disclosure are set forth in the accompanying drawings
and the description below. Other features, objects, and advan-
tages of the techniques will be apparent from the description
and drawings, and from the claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating one example of a
switched mode converter, specifically a buck-boost converter
and LED chain assemblies, in accordance with an example of
this disclosure.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating an example of a buck
configuration of the buck-boost converter including a feed-
forward control element, in accordance with techniques of
this disclosure.

FIG. 3 is a graphical illustration depicting five separate
graphical windows displaying voltage and current waveforms
before, during, and after an adjustment to a reference voltage
is applied to the circuit depicted in FIG. 2.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram illustrating a boost configuration
of the buck-boost converter including a feedforward control
element, in accordance with the techniques of this disclosure.

FIG. 5 is a flow chart illustrating a method of feedforward
control, in accordance with the examples of this disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

A wide variety of applications, such as automotive appli-
cations and other applications may implement a number of
LED strings connected in parallel, for example as part of a
headlight or taillight assembly of a vehicle. The current flow-
ing through each LED chain (and each LED within each
chain) corresponds directly to the brightness of the LEDs. In
some applications, it may be beneficial to allow for adjust-
ment of the number of connected LED chains (e.g. to provide
greater or lesser illumination). For example, in some automo-
tive applications, a relatively smaller number of LED chains
may be connected to a controlled output current and provide
some relatively small amount of illumination, such as when
the headlights are on in a “running light” configuration. At
other times, additional LED chains may be connected to
provide additional illumination (and connected to a relatively
higher output current), such as when the headlights in a fully
“on” configuration. Similar LED control may also be desir-
able for use in other applications or any environment where
LEDs are used to provide variable lighting than can change
over time.

However, some issues may arise when connecting or dis-
connecting LED chains, such as in a vehicular headlight or
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taillight assembly or other variable lighting application. For
example, connecting additional LED chains may produce an
initial noticeable decrease in brightness of the LEDs as the
supplied output current is initially split up over a greater
number of LED chains. This initial reduction in brightness
may then decrease as the controller ramps up the supplied
output current to account for the addition of the LED chains.
In another example, when disconnecting LED chains, there
may be a noticeable increase in brightness of the still-con-
nected LED chains as the supplied current is then initially
split up between relatively fewer LED chains. As the control-
ler operates to decrease the level of supplied output current to
the LED chains, the brightness level of the individual LEDs
will decrease. In some cases, this sudden increase in current
flowing through the still-connected LED chains can damage
the LEDs, such as if the current exceeds the physical tolerance
or safe limits of the LEDs.

Some solutions to these problems may operate to decrease
or increase the supplied output current to the LED chains
before connecting or disconnecting the LED chains. For
example, suppose four LED chains are connected in parallel
and are supplied by an output current of four amps such that
a constant one amp of current flows through each LED chain.
As an example, if it is desired to disconnect three of the four
LED chains, some current control circuits may reduce the
supplied output current to one amp until only one-quarter
amp of current flows through each LED chain before discon-
necting any of the LED chains. Accordingly, once the sup-
plied output current has been reduced, the control circuit may
then send a signal to disconnect the LED chains. This solution
may be effective to help avoid overcurrent to the LED chain.
However, this reduction in output current may also produce a
momentary undesirable reduction in the brightness of the
LEDs.

Many of the below described examples of switched mode
converters, specifically current mode controlled buck-boost
converters include LED chains as examples of applicable
loads, such as loads with variable current requirements that
may be strongly affected by varying currents. Buck-boost
converter 100, in accordance with this disclosure, may also be
used in any other application involving supplying current to a
load with variable current requirements. As such, the
examples of LED chains as used herein should not be con-
strued as limiting the techniques of the present disclosure to
LED chains.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating one example of a
switched mode converter, specifically, current mode con-
trolled buck-boost converter 100 and LED chain assemblies
102, in accordance with one example of this disclosure. The
switched mode converter may include current mode con-
trolled buck-boost converter 100, in buck, boost, or buck-
boost configuration, and may also include any other configu-
ration of a switched mode converter. LED chain assemblies
102 may be connected to LS-MOSFETS 104. LS-MOSFETS
104 is connected to ground 119 and may operate to switch
each individual LED chain assembly 102 to be connected or
disconnected to ground 119, thereby allowing (connected to
ground 119) or preventing (disconnected from ground 119)
current from flowing through each LED chain assembly 102.
In this manner LS-MOSFETS 104 may control whether each
individual LED chain assembly 102 has current flowing
through the chain and therefore whether the LEDs within
each LED chain assembly 102 are providing illumination.
Buck-boost converter 100 includes an input voltage 120
along with an output voltage 134 coupled to LED chain
assemblies 102 through output resistor 132. Buck-boost con-
verter 100 also includes an inductor 110, and switches 122,
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124,126, and 128 coupled to inductor 110 in such a way as to
apply different circuit connections across inductor 110.
Buck-boost converter 100 further includes filtering capacitor
130 and output resistor 132 coupled to output voltage 134.
Buck-boost converter 100 further comprises feedforward
control element 160, coupled to controller 105 through con-
nection 152, in this illustrative example. Feedforward control
element 160 may enable fast adjustments to the current flow-
ing through output resistor 132 (which may be termed the
output current) and through any connected LED chain assem-
blies 102 so as to allow for fast switching of LED chain
assemblies 102 without noticeable dimming or damage to any
of the LEDs. Feedforward control element 160 is further
described below in accordance with various illustrative
examples.

Any switches in this disclosure, such as switches 122, 124,
126, and 128, or LS-MOSFETS 104, may be implemented as
diodes or transistors. The transistors may comprise bipolar
junction transistors (BITs), junction gate field-effect transis-
tors (JFETSs), metal-oxide-semiconductor field-eftect transis-
tors (MOSFETs), insulated gate bipolar transistors (IGBTs),
or other types of transistors.

In some examples, the switches might be made from vari-
ous materials, having semiconducting properties. In some
examples, the switches (e.g., transistors, diodes) may be cer-
tain pure elements found in group IV of the periodic table
such as silicon and germanium. In some examples, the
switches (e.g., transistors, diodes) may be binary compounds,
particularly between elements in groups III and V, such as
gallium arsenide or gallium nitride, groups II and V1, groups
IV and VI, and between different group IV elements, e.g.
silicon carbide; as well as certain ternary compounds, oxides
and alloys. In some examples, the switches (e.g., transistors,
diodes) may be organic semiconductors, made of organic
compounds. Additionally, in some examples, switches may
include asynchronous Switched Mode Power Supply
(SMPS). In some examples, switches 122, 124,126, and 128
may be diodes. Similarly to the transistors discussed above,
these diodes might also be made from various materials,
having semiconducting properties, e.g., silicon, germanium,
gallium arsenide, gallium nitride, silicon carbide, and the
like.

In various examples of this disclosure, in a steady state
where a desired level of output voltage is to be maintained,
buck-boost converter 100 may operate to alternately open and
close various switches 122, 124, 126, and 128 to produce
differing connections between output resistor 132 and induc-
tor 110. For example, in a first configuration, switches 122,
124, 126, and 128 may be configured so as to allow current to
flow from input voltage 120 through inductor 110 and to
output resistor 132. In this first position, switch 122 and 126
may be in a closed position (allowing current to flow through
the switches), whereas switches 124 and 128 may be in an
open position (not allowing current to flow through the
switches). Input voltage 120 drives current through inductor
110, output resistor 132, and ultimately through any con-
nected LED assemblies 102 when buck-boost converter 100
is operating in this first configuration. While the current flow-
ing through inductor 110 is driven by input voltage 120,
inductor 110 may store energy in the form of a magnetic field.

Controller 105 may maintain this first switch configuration
for a predetermined amount of time, or until a predetermined
level of current is detected flowing through inductor 110, or
until output voltage 134 reaches a predetermined level. In
order to sense output voltage 134 or the current through
inductor 110, buck-boost converter 100 may include addi-
tional circuitry, such as current sensing circuitry or voltage
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sensing circuitry. Accordingly, at a particular point, controller
105 will change the open and closed positions of switches
122, 124, 126, and 128 into a second configuration. In this
second configuration, controller 105 may operate to change
switch 122 into the open position and change switch 124 into
the closed position. In this configuration, output resistor 132
may be connected to inductor 110 and ground 118 through
sense resistor 117. Additionally, inductor 110 may have accu-
mulated energy in the form of a magnetic field from having
been in the first configuration. In accordance with physics of
inductors, the stored energy in the inductor may operate to
produce a current flow through inductor 110, and conse-
quently through sense resistor 117. In this configuration,
inductor 110 may drive current to output resistor 132 and any
connected LED assemblies 102. During this second configu-
ration, the amount of current flowing through sense resistor
117 is the same amount of current flowing through output
resistor 132.

As inductor 110 continues to supply a current, the stored
energy in inductor 110 decreases. This decrease in stored
energy results in a decrease in the amount of supplied current,
which drops the level of output voltage 134. Once output
voltage 134 has dropped to a predetermined level or the
current through inductor 110 has dropped below a predeter-
mined amount, controller 105 may operate to switch switches
122,124,126, and 128 back to the first configuration, thereby
allowing input voltage 120 to drive current to output resistor
132 and to charge up the energy stored in inductor 110.

In accordance with the above description regarding the
switching of the buck configuration of the buck-boost con-
verter 100, it should be understood that additional switching
embodiments are available for boost and buck-boost configu-
rations. For example, boost and buck-boost configurations
can be achieved by opening and closing switches 126 and 128
instead of switches 122 and 124 as described in the buck
configuration of the buck-boost converter 100.

In accordance with the above description of FIG. 1, when
disconnecting one or more LED assemblies, some current
control circuits, such as the control circuits described above
with various drawbacks, may operate to maintain the
switches in the second configuration past the point where
controller 105 would adjust the switches to be in the first
configuration to maintain output voltage 134 at a desired
level. Maintaining the switches in the second configuration
allows inductor 110 to continue to drive current through out-
put resistor 132. As described above, as this process contin-
ues, the stored energy in inductor 110 decreases, thereby
reducing the current supplied to output resistor 132 and
reducing output voltage 134. Once output voltage 134
reaches the new desired level, or once the current level
through inductor 110 reaches the new desired amount, a
micro-controller, may operate to disconnect one or more of
LED assemblies 102 (in addition to reverting to normal
switching operation). However, the time taken by this dis-
charging procedure to complete is typically not controlled.
Accordingly, as noted previously, the time to discharge to the
desired level can turn out to be long enough to cause a notice-
able dimming of the lights of the LED chain during the
discharge.

Accordingly, in some examples according to techniques of
the present disclosure, it may be beneficial to further include
a feedforward control element, such as feedforward control
element 160. Including feedforward control element 160 may
decrease the time required to adjust the current supplied to
output resistor 132, and, hence, output voltage 134.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating an example of a
feedforward control element configured for use in the buck
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6

configuration of the buck-boost converter 100. In at least one
example of the switched mode converter, specifically the
buck configuration of the buck-boost converter 100 of FIG. 2,
the converter includes feedforward control element 160. As
illustrated in FIG. 2, feedforward control element 160 may
comprise an amplifier 220, which may be an error amplifier in
some examples. Other examples of feedforward control ele-
ment 160 may comprise additional amplifiers, amplifiers
other than error amplifiers, or other circuit elements. In some
examples, amplifier 220 may be connected to a reference
voltage, such as VREF 210, and to ground. The circuit of FIG.
2 may also include a second amplifier, such as amplifier 222,
also connected to VREF 210. In some examples amplifier 222
may also comprise an error amplifier. The circuit of FIG. 2
may additionally comprise compensating capacitor 240,
amplifier 224, and amplifier 226. Amplifier 226 may operate
to sense the current flowing through sense resistor 117. Each
of amplifiers 220, 224, and 226 may be connected to sum
node 230.

In a first example operation of the circuit illustrated in FIG.
2, additional LED chain assemblies 102 may be connected to
output resistor 132. In this example, controller 105 may oper-
ate to apply an increase to VREF 210, which changes the
value of VREF 210 applied to amplifiers 220 and 222. Ampli-
fier 222 may compare this new, higher, VREF 210 voltage to
output voltage 134 (as can be seen in FIG. 2, output voltage
134 is an input to amplifier 222). In this first example, the new
VREF 210 is greater than output voltage 134, and amplifier
222 generates current to charge up compensating capacitor
240. Amplifier 224 may operate to provide the voltage across
compensating capacitor 240 to sum node 230. In some
examples amplifier 224 maybe provide gain to the voltage
across compensating capacitor 240 before providing the volt-
age to sum node 230. In this example, feedforward control
element 160 may further add the change in VREF 210 at sum
node 230. For example, the change in VREF 210 may cause
amplifier 220 to provide an instantaneous addition of a quan-
tity of voltage proportional to the change in VREF 210 to sum
node 230. This change in sum node 230 level causes the
current through sense resistor 117 and inductor 110 (because
of the connection between sense resistor 117 and inductor
110) to increase by the same quantity.

Because the current through sense resistor 117 is related to
the current through output resistor 132 (and hence output to
LED assemblies 102), due to the configuration of buck-boost
converter 100, the current through output resistor 132 also
increases. This in turn causes an increase in output voltage
134. This increase in output voltage 134 brings output voltage
134 closer to the new VREF 210 voltage value, thereby pro-
viding a feedback mechanism to bring the circuit back to a
steady state at a higher output voltage 134 value. This higher
output voltage 134 results in an increased current flow
through LED assemblies 102. In an alternative example, once
controller 105 has determined that output voltage 134 is at the
new desired level, controller 105 may then send a signal to
LS-MOSFETS 104 to connect additional LED chain assem-
blies 102 to output resistor 132.

The operation of this control circuit with feedforward con-
trol element 160 may be contrasted to those control circuits
without feedforward control element 160. For example, in
other circuits without feedforward control element 160, the
change supplied to sum node 230 due to the increase in VREF
210 may occur more slowly as it may take time for amplifier
222 to supply current to charge compensating capacitor 240.
Accordingly, the addition of feedforward control element 160
allows for providing the change in VREF 210, or a quantity
proportional to VREF 210, more quickly to sum node 230.
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The addition of feedforward control element 160 no longer
limits the response of the circuit of FIG. 2 to a change in
VREF 210 to the constraints of the bandwidth of compensat-
ing capacitor 240. Accordingly, including a feedforward con-
trol element, such as feedforward control element 160, may
decrease the amount of time needed to safely connect or
disconnect one or more LED assemblies 102 after adjusting
VREF 210. In some examples that include a feedforward
control element, a controller may send a signal to adjust
VREF 210 and the signal to connect or disconnect one or
more LED assemblies 102 simultaneously or substantially
simultaneously.

The above example was described with respect to provid-
ing an increased VREF 210 relative to output voltage 134. In
a second example, controller 105 may operate to disconnect
one or more LED chain assemblies 102. In this example,
controller 105 may supply a decrease in the value of VREF
210. In this second example, VREF 210 may be less than
output voltage 134 and amplifier 222 may operate to draw
current from compensating capacitor 240. This may then
reduce the voltage supplied to amplifier 224 and conse-
quently sum node 230. As with the first example, amplifier
220 may operate to subtract voltage from sum node 230 by a
quantity equal or proportional to the change in VREF 210 in
a manner more quickly than decreasing the voltage level of
compensating capacitor 240 (which in turn subtracts voltage
from sum node 230 through amplifier 224). This change in
voltage provided to sum node 230 may then force the current
through sense resistor 117 and inductor 110 (because of the
connection between sense resistor 117 and inductor 110) to
decrease by the same, or a proportional, quantity. As with the
first example, this adjustment to the current through sense
resistor 117 causes a decrease in current through 132 and
lowers output voltage 134. This may operate to bring output
voltage 134 closer to the new VREF 210 voltage value and
eventually bring the circuit of FIG. 2 back to a steady state.

The above description of FIG. 2 illustrates in a general
sense the relationship between the various depicted circuit
elements. The following description describes the relation-
ships more specifically by relating the various elements, volt-
ages, and currents through equations.

Initially, controller 105 adjusts the switches between the
first and second configurations (i.e. switches 122 and 124 are
alternately opened-closed and closed-opened), when:

M

1,5, represents the current flowing through R, ,, V- repre-
sents the supplied voltage VREF 210. A, . ..., fepresents a
factor applied by amplifier 220 to modify voltage VREF 210
before providing the voltage to sum node 230. V| 5, represents
the voltage across capacitor 130 and G,,, represents the gain
applied to V, 5, by amplifier 224.

When changing VREF 210, as long as the change is large
enough, and compensating capacitor 240 is large enough, the
change in the equation is simplified to:

* = * #
Il 17 R 1177 VREF Afeedforward+ V240 G224

@

In some examples, Ay, 7,00 MAY be chosen to be propor-
tionalto R, ,, and R ;,, such as:

Al %R 177AVper *Afeedforward

3

If we substitute in this relationship to equation (2), equation
(2) may be simplified to:

Afeedforward:R 117R 132

Al 7=AVper/R 3 (©)]

In the buck configuration of buck-boost converter 100, all of
the current through inductor 110 (which is equal to the current
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through sense resistor 117 as described previously) is deliv-
ered to the output resistor 132 and the load (i.e. LED chain
assemblies 102):

Al =AMy ®)

Finally, the current through the LED chain assemblies may be
expressed as a voltage over a resistance through Ohm’s Law
(I=V/R). Accordingly:

Al 3=AVrer/R) 3 ().

As may be seen through these equations, by choosing
ApearorwaraR117/R132, When a change to VREF 210 is
applied to the circuit, the current through LED chain assem-
blies 102 changes as a factor of R ;,, such that an output
current that is equal to Al;;,=AV /R, 5, is achieved. These
relationships may be further understood in the context of F1G.
3.

FIG. 3 depicts five separate graphical windows 301-305
displaying various voltage and current waveforms before,
during, and after controller 105 applies a change to VREF
210. These voltage and current waveforms represent the volt-
age across and currents through some of the various circuit
elements depicted in FIG. 2, as explained in more detail
below. These waveforms help in illustrating the relationships
between the circuit elements of FIG. 2 and the change in the
circuit when controller 105 applies a change to VREF 210.

Beginning with window 303 of FIG. 3, illustrated voltage
waveform 316 corresponds to VREF 210. As seen in the first
section, section 370, VREF 210 starts at a value of 0.2V. Atthe
beginning of section 380, controller 105 adjusts VREF 210 to
a value of 0.05V and maintains this voltage through section
390.

Window 301 of FIG. 3 depicts two separate current wave-
forms 310 and 312. Current waveform 310 represents the
current flowing through inductor 110 and current waveform
312 represents the current flowing through sense resistor 117.
Since current flowing through inductor 110 also flows
through output resistor 132, current waveform 310 also rep-
resents the total current provided to connected LED assem-
blies 102. Windows 301-305 are also broken up into three
sections, section 370, section 380, and section 390. Section
370 represents the portion of the waveforms when the circuit
is in a steady state. Current waveform 312 depicts the switch-
ing nature of buck-boost converter 100 described with respect
to FIG. 1. When the switches are in the second configuration
and current is flowing through sense resistor 117, current
waveform 312 equals current waveform 310. During this
period of operation, both current waveforms 310 and 312 are
decreasing as the stored energy in inductor 110 is being used
up because inductor 110 is driving current to output resistor
132 in this configuration. Conversely, when the switches are
switched to the first configuration, there is no current flowing
through sense resistor 117 and current waveform 312 is at 0.
Also during the first switch configuration, current waveform
310 is increasing and inductor 110 is again storing energy.

Atthe moment controller 105 adjusts VREF 210 to the new
value, or a micro-controller requiring controller 105 to adjust
VREF 210 to the new value, which is at the beginning of
section 380, window 301 illustrates the changes to current
waveforms 310 and 312. At the moment the change in VREF
210 occurs, the current flowing through inductor 110 (de-
picted by current waveform 310) and the current flowing
through sense resistor 117 (depicted by current waveform
312) are equal and begin to decrease. Current waveforms 310
and 312 continue to decrease through section 380 until reach-
ing a new steady state value at the beginning of section 390.
Once this new value is reached, controller 105 may resume
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normal switching operations of switches 122 and 124, which
can be seen in waveforms 310 and 312 throughout section
390.

Window 302 of FIG. 3 depicts current waveform 314,
which corresponds to the current flowing through output
resistor 132 and to connected LED chain assemblies 102. As
described above, while in the buck configuration of the buck-
boost converter 100, this current is related to the current
flowing through inductor 110, filtered by the capacitor 130,
and this correlation is illustrated by the similarity between
current waveforms 314 and 310. Current waveform 314 fol-
lows a similar wave pattern during steady state times in sec-
tions 370 and 390 and shows a decrease upon controller 105
changing VREF 210 to a lower value.

Window 304 of FIG. 3 depicts two voltage waveforms 318
and 320. Voltage waveform 318 represents the voltage output
of'amplifier 220 of FIG. 2, which is VREF 210 modified by a
factor Ag,pmuare 10 this illustrative example, factor
A o arorwara 18 been set to one so that voltage waveform 318
corresponds exactly to voltage waveform 316. Voltage wave-
form 320 represents the voltage output of amplifier 224 of
FIG. 2, which is the difference across compensating capacitor
240 and any gain supplied by amplifier 224. Voltage wave-
form 320 depicts very little variation immediately after the
controller 105 applies the change to VREF 210 indicating that
compensating capacitor 240 does not have a great affect on
the system. In a conventional system, without a feedforward
control element, voltage waveform 320 may initially be at
0.2V and then discharge down to 0.05V after controller 105
supplies the change in VREF 210. This discharge would
affect the time for the system to decrease the current flowing
through inductor 110 and output resistor 132 (i.e. elongating
the amount of time required for current waveforms 310, 312,
and 314 to decrease). Accordingly, voltage waveform 320
illustrates that the transition by the system is not limited by
the bandwidth, or rate of discharge, of compensating capaci-
tor 240, as in a conventional system. Rather, the system is
limited by the discharging of inductor 110, which occurs at a
faster rate than the discharging of compensating capacitor
240. As described above, this difference may eliminate a
number of the drawbacks of the conventional system.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram illustrating an example of feed-
forward control element 460 configured to operate with a
boost configuration of buck-boost converter 100, in accor-
dance with the techniques of this disclosure. In contrast to the
relationship described above with respect to the circuit of
FIG. 2, the current flowing through output resistor 132 in the
circuit of FIG. 4 is not exactly equal to the current flowing
through inductor 110. Rather, the current flowing through
output resistor 132 is a fraction of the current flowing through
inductor 110. Accordingly, adjusting the current flowing
through output resistor 132, and consequently the load (e.g.
LED assemblies 102), to a new desired level requires an
adjustment to the reference voltage multiplied by the fraction
instead of solely an adjustment to the reference voltage. The
relationships between the various circuit elements depicted in
FIG. 4 are explained in more detail below.

In at least one example of the switched mode converter,
specifically the boost configuration of the buck-boost con-
verter 100 of FIG. 4, the converter comprises output resistor
132, compensating capacitor 440, and sum node 430. Output
resistor 132 may represent output resistor 132 depicted in
FIG. 1. FIG. 4 also contains amplifier 422, amplifier 424,
amplifier 426, amplifier 470, and amplifier 420. Amplifiers
422,424, and 426 and compensating capacitor 440 may oper-
ate in a similar manner to amplifiers 222, 224, and 226 and
compensating capacitor 240 of FIG. 2. For example, amplifier
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422 may compare VREF 410 to output voltage 134. Based on
this comparison, amplifier 422 may drive current to compen-
sating capacitor 440, thereby charging it, or amplifier 422
may draw current from compensating capacitor 440, thereby
discharging it. Amplifier 424 may provide the voltage across
compensating capacitor 440 to sum node 430 and, in some
examples, may provide gain to the voltage before providing it
to sum node 430. Amplifier 426 may operate to sense the
current flowing through sense resistor 117. Each of amplifiers
470, 424, and 426 may be connected to sum node 430.

In the boost converter configuration, the relationship
between the current flowing through output resistor 132 and
the current flowing through inductor 110 is:

AL 3= M pgyieror™ (1-D) @]
1

edueror TEPresents the current flowing through inductor 110,
D represents the duty cycle of the circuit, and Al 5, represents
the current flowing through output resistor 132. Accordingly,
in order to affect a desired change to the current through
output resistor 132, controller 105 needs to adjust the current
through inductor 110 by a factor of Al ;,/(1-D) (as outlined
in the following equation):

ALy gucror=A135/(1-D) ®

The Al 5, in the equation represents the desired change in the
current through output resistor 132.

Because of the unequal currents, it may not be sufficient to
merely provide the change in V- by feedfoward element
460 to sum node 430 in order to change I, ;, to the desired
level. The following equations describe the change in voltage
necessary to be supplied to sum node 430 to effectuate the
desired changein [, ;, As described previously with respectto
FIG. 2, controller 105 may operate to adjust the configuration
of switches 122, 124, 126, and 128 when:

©

Additionally, in some examples, the Az, .00 factor for
feedforward control element 460 may be:

* = *
Alpguctor R117=AV* * A foforward

Afeedforward:Rl 17/R132 (10)

Accordingly, equation (9) may then simplify to:

Alpgoror=AV*/R137 an

In the above equations, AV* is the change in voltage to sum
node 430 required to effectuate the desired change in current
through output resistor 132 (I, ;,). Combining equation (11)
with equation (7) results in:

AV*=(Al 35%R,35)/(1-D) 12)

Finally, as Al ;,=AV /R, 5,, AV* may be expressed as:

(13)

Accordingly, when adjusting the voltage supplied to sum
node 430 in order to effectuate a desired change in the current
through output resistor 132, V.. must be modified by 1/(1-
D).
FIG. 4 depicts one example of feedfoward control element
460 for modifying a change in V4. by 1/(1-D) before pro-
viding the voltage to the amplifier 470 and then to sum node
430. In some examples, feedfoward element 460 may include
an analog closed loop divider to generate V*. In some
examples, the closed loop divider may comprise inverter Al,
switch S1, and resistor R2. In other examples, the close loop
divider may comprise resistor R1 and capacitor C2 between
the output of amplifier 420 and the input of amplifier 470 to
generate a filter for stability of the system. Based on the
configuration of the elements as depicted in F1G. 4, the output
of amplifier 420 is modulated by the switch S1 with a pulse

AV*=AV s/ (1-D)
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width modulation signal that has a duty cycle equal to (1-D),
where the duty cycle (1-D) is generated by the complemen-
tary signal of the duty cycle by the inverter A1. The modulated
signal is filtered by resistor R2 and capacitor C1. Due to the
closed loop the value of the modulated signal is equal to
VREF 410. In the boost converter configuration, the relation-
ship between the output of amplifier 420 and the VREF 410
generated by the duty cycle:

Va2o*(1-D)=Vrgr (14)

Accordingly, to determine the output of amplifier 420:

Vazo=Vrer/(1-D) 15

The closed loop divider causes VREF 410 to be multiplied
by the factor 1/(1-D). In this way feedfoward control element
460 may operate with a boost converter to apply a change in
voltage to sum node 430 in order to change the current flow-
ing through output resistor 132 by the desired amount. As
with the feedfoward control element 160 configured for the
buck configuration, the addition of feedforward control ele-
ment 460 causes the adjustment to the current flowing
through output resistor 132 to occur at a faster rate than in a
conventional circuit, such as one without feedfoward control
element 460.

FIG. 5 is a flowchart illustrating a method 500 of feedfor-
ward control, in accordance with the examples of this disclo-
sure. In some examples, a circuit, such as the circuits
described above with respect to FIGS. 1-3, may operate to
perform method 500. The method will be described with
respect to the circuit depicted in FIG. 2, but other circuits that
include different or more circuit elements may operate to
perform method 500. For example, the circuit of FIG. 2 may
deliver a first level of output current to one or more loads in a
buck-boost converter comprising an inductor (502). With
respect to FI1G. 2, the one or more loads may be LEDs such as
LED assemblies 102, as depicted in FIG. 1.

At some moment, the circuit, specifically a controller, such
as controller 105 of FIG. 1, may receive an indication to
connect or disconnect one or more loads—which in turn
indicates an altered output current requirement (increasing
the output current requirement in the case of connecting one
or more additional loads and decreasing the output current
requirement in the case of disconnecting one or more loads).
In some examples, this indication may originate from an
external switch which may control the light configuration
(such as whether the lights are in a “running light” configu-
ration, an “on” configuration, or an “off”” configuration). The
controller may then apply, in response to an indication of an
altered output current requirement to one or more loads in a
buck-boost converter comprising an inductor, a change in a
supplied reference voltage to one or more elements including
a feedforward control element, wherein applying the change
in the supplied reference voltage to the feedforward control
element causes an adjustment of the output current from the
first level to a second level corresponding to the altered cur-
rent output requirement (504). For example, the controller
may change the reference voltage supplied to one or more
amplifiers, such as amplifiers 220 and 222 of FIG. 2. At least
one of the amplifiers may be a part of a feedforward control
element. The feedforward control element may then provide
this altered voltage to a node, such as sum node 230 of FIG. 2.
In some examples, the feedforward control element may
modify the altered voltage before providing the voltage to a
node. This provided voltage forces the output current to
increase or decrease to a second level, for example, depend-
ing on whether the controller increased or decreased the sup-
plied reference voltage.
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Any of the circuits, devices, and methods described above
may be embodied in or performed in whole or in part by any
of various types of integrated circuits, chip sets, and/or other
devices, and/or as software executed by a computing device,
for example. This may include processes performed by,
executed by, or embodied in one or more microcontrollers,
central processing units (CPUs), processing cores, field-pro-
grammable gate arrays (FPGAs), programmable logic
devices (PLDs), virtual devices executed by one or more
underlying computing devices, or any other configuration of
hardware and/or software.

Various examples of the techniques of the present disclo-
sure have been described. These and other examples are
within the scope of the following claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method comprising:

delivering a first level of output current to one or more

loads in a switched mode converter comprising an
inductor; and

applying, in response to an indication of an altered output

current requirement to one or more loads in the switched
mode converter comprising an inductor, a change in a
supplied reference voltage to one or more elements
including a feedforward control element comprising an
error amplifier,

wherein applying the change in the supplied reference

voltage to the feedforward control element causes the
feedforward control element to apply a voltage propor-
tional to the change in the supplied reference voltage at
a node of a controller, and wherein the voltage applied
by the feedforward control element at the node of the
controller causes an adjustment of the output current
from the first level to a second level corresponding to the
altered current output requirement.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the change in the sup-
plied reference voltage also causes a change in the voltage
level of a compensating capacitor, wherein the change in the
voltage level of the compensating capacitor does not affect
the rate of change of the output current from the first level to
the second level.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein after applying the
change in the supplied reference voltage, the rate of change of
the output current is limited by the inductor.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the switched mode
converter is a buck-boost converter, further comprising:

applying, in response to the indication of the altered output

current requirement to the one or more loads in the

buck-boost converter comprising the inductor, the

change in the supplied reference voltage to the one or

more elements including a summing node,

wherein applying the change in the supplied reference
voltage to the summing node causes the change and
adjustment of the output current from the first level to
the second level corresponding to the altered current
output requirement.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the feedforward control
element comprises a closed loop divider.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the output current level
is equal to the current level flowing through the inductor.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the output current level
is equal to the current level flowing through the inductor
multiplied by a factor of approximately (1-D), wherein D
represents a duty cycle.
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8. The method of claim 7, wherein the feedforward control
element multiplies the change in the supplied reference volt-
age by a factor of approximately:

1/(1-D),

wherein D represents the duty cycle.

9. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

applying, in response to the indication of the altered output
current requirement to the one or more loads in the
switched mode converter comprising the inductor, the
change in the supplied reference voltage to one or more
elements including a second error amplifier;

wherein applying the change in the supplied reference
voltage to the second error amplifier forms a feedback
loop, and wherein the applying the change in the sup-
plied reference voltage to the feedforward control ele-
ment forms a feedforward loop.

10. A device comprising:

a feedforward control element comprising an error ampli-
fier; and

one or more components configured to apply, in response
to an indication of an altered output current requirement
of one or more loads in a switched mode converter
comprising an inductor, a change in a supplied reference
voltage to one or more elements including the feedfor-
ward control element,

wherein when the one or more components apply a change
in the supplied reference voltage to the feedforward
control element causes the feedforward control element
to apply a voltage proportional to the change in the
supplied reference voltage at a node of a controller, and
wherein the voltage applied by the feedforward control
element at the node of the controller causes an adjust-
ment of an output current from a first level to a second
level corresponding to the altered current output require-
ment.

11. The device of claim 10, further comprising a compen-

sating capacitor, wherein the change in the supplied reference
voltage also causes a change in the voltage level of the com-

pensating capacitor, wherein the change in the voltage level of

the compensating capacitor does not affect the rate of change
of the output current from the first level to the second level.
12. The device of claim 10, wherein when the one or more
components apply a change in the supplied reference voltage,
the rate of change of the output current is limited by the
inductor.
13. The device of claim 10, further comprising:
a summing node; and
the one or more components configured to apply, in
response to the indication of the altered output current
requirement of the one or more loads in the switched
mode converter comprising the inductor, the change in
the supplied reference voltage to the one or more ele-
ments including the summing node,
wherein when the one or more components apply the
change in the supplied reference voltage to the sum-
ming node, the summing node causes the adjustment
of the output current from the first level to the second
level corresponding to the altered current output
requirement.
14. The device of claim 10, wherein the feedforward con-
trol element comprises a closed loop divider.
15. The device of claim 10, wherein the output current is
equal to the current flowing through the inductor.
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16. The device of claim 10, wherein the output current is
equal to the current flowing through the inductor multiplied
by a factor of approximately (1-D), wherein D represents a
duty cycle.

17. The device of claim 16, wherein the feedforward con-
trol element multiplies the change in the supplied reference
voltage by a factor of approximately:

1/(1-D),

wherein D represents the duty cycle.

18. The device of claim 10, further comprising:

a second error amplifier, wherein the one or more compo-
nents are configured to apply, in response to the indica-
tion of the altered output current requirement to the one
or more loads in the switched mode converter compris-
ing the inductor, the change in the supplied reference
voltage to the second error amplifier;

wherein the one or more components and the second error
amplifier form a feedback loop, and wherein the one or
more components and the feedforward control element
form a feedforward loop.

19. A circuit comprising:

a feedforward control element comprising an error ampli-
fier; and

one or more components configured to apply, in response
to an indication of an altered output current requirement
of one or more loads in a switched mode converter
comprising an inductor, a change in a supplied reference
voltage to one or more elements including the feedfor-
ward control element,

wherein when the one or more components apply a change
in the supplied reference voltage to the feedforward
control element causes the feedforward control element
to apply a voltage proportional to the change in the
supplied reference voltage at a node of a controller, and
wherein the voltage applied by the feedforward control
element at the node of the controller causes an adjust-
ment of an output current level from a first current level
to a second current level corresponding to the altered
current output requirement.

20. The circuit of claim 19, further comprising a compen-
sating capacitor, wherein the change in the supplied reference
voltage also causes a change in the voltage level of the com-
pensating capacitor, wherein the change in the voltage level of
the compensating capacitor does not affect the rate of change
of the output current from the first level to the second level.

21. The circuit of claim 19, wherein when the one or more
components apply a change in the supplied reference voltage,
the rate of change of the output current is limited by the
inductor.

22. The circuit of claim 19, wherein the switched mode
converter is a buck-boost converter, further comprising:

a summing node; and

the one or more components configured to apply, in
response to the indication of the altered output current
requirement of one or more loads in the buck-boost
converter comprising the inductor, the change in the
supplied reference voltage to one or more elements
including the summing node,
wherein when the one or more components apply the

change in the supplied reference voltage to the sum-
ming node, the summing node causes the adjustment
of the output current level from the first current level
to the second current level corresponding to the
altered current output requirement.
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23. The circuit of claim 19, further comprising:

a second error amplifier, wherein the one or more compo-
nents are configured to apply, in response to the indica-
tion of the altered output current requirement to the one
or more loads in the switched mode converter compris- 5
ing the inductor, the change in the supplied reference
voltage to the second error amplifier;

wherein the one or more components and the second error
amplifier form a feedback loop, and wherein the one or
more components and the feedforward control element 10
form a feedforward loop.
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